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REVIEW 

The Columbia, America's Great Highway through the Cascade 
Mountains to the Sea. By Samuel Christopher Lancaster. 
Published by the Author, Portland, Oregon, pp. 140. 5/ color 
plates, 25 by the Paget process of color photography. 

The author of this description of the historical and scenic 
setting of the Columbia River Highway was the consulting 
engineer in its location and construction. He measured up to 
the opportunities that this connection with this achievement 
gave him. He soon became enamored with the views such a 
highway along the Columbia where it breaks through the 
Cascade Range could command. Also as he was engaged in 
the arduous work of running the lines for the determination 
of the location of the road his thought was naturally turned 
back to the experiences of the explorers, the missionaries and 
the pioneers who were compelled to use this route to reach the 
Coast country. This vanguard of exploration and settlement 
elicited his sympathy and gave the essential background of 
human interest to the wealth of scenic beauty arrayed along 
the wonder stretch of the Columbia gorge. 

Nature in her disposition of the natural features of the 
earth's surface has not been given to running her mightiest 
rivers at right angles to and athwart her loftiest mountain 
ranges. Great drainage channels and watersheds regularly 
lie more or less parallel with each other. But in equatorial 
Africa and with the Columbia we have the exceptions. The 
combination of the Columbia and the Cascade Range with its 
snow-capped sentinels set across each others pathway was 
tried in our quarter of the globe and a most unique wealth 
of scenic grandeur was the necessary result. A road along 
this part of the Columbia to serve its highest purpose could 
be located and built only by an engineer whose vision caught, 
as did Mr. Lancaster's, the best that was here displayed and 
who would run his highway lines accordingly. Furthermore, 
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such an engineer would become possessed with the purpose 
to have all the people of the Pacific Northwest and the tourist 
even from the uttermost parts of the earth experience the 
exquisite thrills that had enraptured him. This is the motive 
that brought forth this finely conceived and elegantly executed 
book. 

But if the sublime in nature can have association with heroic 
achievements of man so much deeper, more substantial and 
lasting is the joy the scene inspires. About half of the volume 
is taken up with the portrayal of the human experiences asso- 
ciated with this route. This story is told through the use of 
excerpts from the journals kept by the missionaries and 
pioneers as they were buffeted on the waves of the Columbia, 
trudged through the thickets along its banks, or climbed and 
crossed the Cascade range to the south of Mount Hood. The 
test came too as the culmination of a summer of hardship on 
the plains, generally when winter was full upon them. The 
accounts by Mrs. Marcus Whitman and by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Dickson Smith Geer are especially effective and graphic, the 
latter only is pathetic. 

The volume is embellished by many cuts of Indian char- 
acters and of historical relics. The author in selecting these 
materials, especially the excerpts from the pioneers' journals, 
had the valuable assistance of the Curator of the Oregon His- 
torical Society and the use of its collections. 

The color photographs of the Columbia scenes are simply 
superb. 

The spirit and generosity of those who organized this under- 
taking of the Columbia River Highway and who gave so 
freely most efficient service in superintending its construction 
and donated park areas along the route of the highway — these 
shine and add lustre to the achievement as a whole and bring 
finest honor upon themselves and upon the community and the 
commonwealth they served. F. G. Young. 



